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What if there was a 
way to save lives, curb 
costs and ensure justice 
with technology already 
within our grasp? Do the 
advantages outweigh 
the complexities?PROOF 

POSITIVE

T
hey also are the opportunities Matthew Humble and 

Jermaine Savage hope to share with the law enforcement 

community through their organization, Police Pursuits 

Outdoors.

Humble, a Russellville officer of more than seven years, and Sav-

age, a 12-year veteran of the Kentucky State Police, have developed 

a unique program designed around the sport of hunting. PPO, is 

providing a chance for law enforcement and military officers, re-

tired or disabled officers and children interested in the sport to get 

out in the woods and enjoy the great outdoors.

“We had the idea for about a year,” Savage said of creating PPO 

with Humble. “November of last year we started talking about it 

more seriously, started the website, and through word of mouth, 

next thing you know here we are. From November to now, 39 states 

and 23 countries have contacted us.” 

The purpose of the group is simple — provide recognition for 

the law enforcement community and an outlet for officers, both in 

a positive way.

“When I’m out here, I am not worried about what I saw two 

nights ago,” Humble said. “I don’t worry about car wrecks or a baby 

dying. We see some gruesome stuff. All these military — I was prior 

military — they see some stuff over there. But out here, I don’t think 

about anything. I haven’t worried about what’s going on in the city 

right now. Because being out here is peaceful. It’s just relaxing.”

Savage agreed. 

“We’re not in this for monetary gain,” he said. “We’re in it be-

cause we want to bring everybody together. We get to come in and 

hunt and sit out here for two, three, four hours and you don’t have 

to worry about nothing.”

Humble and Savage have traveled to several trade shows to 

spread their message, picked up some sponsors and have already 

had production companies calling them about creating a television 

show about what they do. 

“We are just one step away from TV,” Savage said. “That’s laying 

down actual kill shots video footage. If we get 13 or 14 successful 

hunts, we’ll be on TV. The sky is the limit then.”

The team also is working together with a company in Cadiz, 

Ky. called Brothers in Arms to produce game calls for all types of 

animals. A portion of the proceeds go back to fallen and injured of-

ficers and soldiers.

Since the organization began, Humble and Savage have had a 

particular interest in giving back to the communities that have sup-

ported them. Additionally, the men have a heart for the children 

they see every day on the job.

“I’m tired of fooling with kids,” Humble said. “And I don’t mean 

that in a bad way. But you see so much negativity in kids now, and 

hunting keeps you out of trouble. It’s just like an archery program 

they started in the school. We’ve been invited to it several times. 

Those are kids that aren’t athletic. They’re not the popular kids in 

school, but they have something to go do to keep their grades up 

and stay in school. 

“You don’t have to be a certain weight or have certain muscles 

to hunt,” he continued. “Us taking one kid hunting may change 

his life to where we don’t have to deal with him 10 years down the 

road. That’s what I’m tired of seeing. I’m tired of dealing with kids 

who have been molested and everything you can possibly think of. 

Just because they didn’t have a chance in life. Maybe we can give 

them that chance to go on and do something with their lives.”

Humble and Savage are hoping to do three or four mentor hunts 

with local kids each year. Recently, some handicapped children in 

Bardstown got the opportunity to see what hunting is all about. 

“I love it,” Savage said. “We’re still doing our job, we’re just doing 

it off duty. I’d rather watch a kid shoot the biggest deer in Kentucky 

than me do it. I just want to be there and run the camera.”

The PPO website is peppered with photos and videos of officers 

from around the state and country displaying their trophies. While 

the focus is on hunting, the group is not limited to bows and rifles. 

There are several fishermen among those who have signed on. 

There are officers of all ranks who have enjoyed being able to post 

photos of their kills or catches on the website for their fellow offi-

cers to see, Humble said. 

“You don’t get the recognition you need, and there are a lot of 

hunters that are in the police world and they like to show off what 

they do. We keep it like a brotherhood, with military and firefight-

ers – they don’t always get the respect they need, either. But every-

body is enjoying it, getting to show off what they kill.”

If the group ultimately lands its own show, Humble said the  

success lies in that there is nothing else like it. 

“There are cop shows on every channel,” he said. “But there are 

not any on the hunting channels. People love watching the cops. 

Stress relief. Brotherhood. Recognition.  
Community outreach. Peace and serenity. 
These are a few things all officers could use a  
little more of in their busy and demanding lives. 

Pursuing 
the  

Hunt 
Kentucky Officers Connecting  
Law Enforcement Through Sport

� Matthew Humble, left, and Jermaine Savage, have spent most of their lives in the woods enjoying the sport of hunting. They began the Police Pursuits Outdoors organization for other officers 
and military personnel who enjoy the sport to come together and share in the brotherhood while receiving recognition for their prizes.

PHOTO BY JIM
 ROBERTSON

KELLY FOREMAN | PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER

>>

58    KENTUCKY LAW ENFORCEMENT  |  Winter 2011

FEATURE

PURSUING THE HUNT 

BOOK 
REVIEW:  
THE SERIOUS 
BUSINESS OF 
LAUGHING 
AT LIFE

48  Funding the Future
42  Extending the Arm of the Law

64 Sheriff Patrick Boggs
65 Chief Guy Howie

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Profile | Name Animal Abuse in Kentucky

THE DIFFICULT 

RESPONSE
UNCLEAR LAWS, 
JUDICIAL LACK OF 
SUPPORT AND AN 
UNINFORMED PUBLIC 
MAKE ENFORCING 
KENTUCKY’S ANIMAL 
ABUSE STATUTES 
DIFFICULT FOR OFFICERS 
IN THE COMMONWEALTH

ABBIE DARST | PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Filth, blood, disease, 
desolation — death.  
No descriptors can fully 
capture the deplorable 
conditions to which 
some of Kentucky’s 
animals have been 
subjected. 

F
rom so-called county shelters and 

personal rescue kennels to gambling 

rings where animal mutilation is sought 

for sport, and careless or overwhelmed 

farmers with degenerating livestock 

— the treatment of Kentucky’s animal 

population and the laws that govern that 

treatment present numerous challenges to law 

enforcement officers across the state. 

CRIMINAL ENTERTAINMENT
Some cases of animal abuse become national 

news, and they spark awareness and spur the 

public into action. Cases like the 2007 indict-

ment of NFL Quarterback Michael Vick for 

extreme cruelty to dogs and running a dog 

fighting operation named Bad Newz Kennels 

in Virginia, bring animal abuse issues to the 

forefront and expose acts that happen every 

day throughout the United States. In addition 

to the more than 50 scarred, injured and un-

derfed dogs; blood stained fighting areas; and 

performance enhancing drugs police found 

on Vick’s property, he was also held respon-

sible for killing dogs that didn’t perform well 

in fights. A U.S. Department of Agriculture 

investigator provided more details on the 

April 2007 killings, saying that the men hung 

approximately three dogs “by placing a nylon 

cord over a 2 by 4 that was nailed to two trees 

located next to [a] big shed. They also drowned 

approximately three dogs by putting the dogs’ 

heads in a five gallon bucket of water,” the 

search warrant described. They also killed 

one dog by “slamming it to the ground several 

times before it died, breaking the dog’s back  

or neck.” 

In Vick’s case, like many animal fighting  

cases, the clandestine operation went unde-

tected until law enforcement discovered it 

while investigating another crime. 

Kentucky’s animal fighting laws fall under 

the cruelty to animals statutes in KRS 525.125 

and 525.130. However, it is the wording of 

these statutes that make it complicated when 

law enforcement officers discover other types 

of animal-fighting organizations. Across 

Kentucky, cockfighting rings and communities 

that support the events are prevalent. Over the 

past several years, numerous busts have been 

made on cockfighting rings across the state. 

In Montgomery County, Kentucky State  

Police raided the 700-seat arena formerly 

named Spring Brook Farm in April 2005, 

charging the owners with running a criminal 

syndicate and citing more than 500 spectators 

with animal cruelty. According to news 

reports, the arena was built in 1992 and 

operated for years with the knowledge of many 

in and around the area. The arena attracted 

hundreds of out-of-town visitors, and the 

business it brought into the area was a huge 

boost to the local economy in Jeffersonville, a 

town of only about 2,000 residents. It was said 

that motel rooms, restaurants and gas stations 

experienced booming business anytime there 

was an event at the Spring Brook Farm. 

After KSP raided the establishment, District 

Judge William Lane threw out the charges 

against the more than 500 spectators, saying 

the animal-cruelty law was unclear. 

KRS 525.125 says a person is “guilty of 

cruelty to animals in the first degree whenever 

a four-legged animal is caused to fight for 

pleasure or profit.” KRS 525.130 states a person 

is “guilty of cruelty to animals in the second 

degree when … he intentionally or wantonly 

… participates other than as provided in KRS 

525.125 in causing [any animal] to fight for 

pleasure or profit (including, but not limited 

to being a spectator or vendor at an event 

where a four-legged animal is caused to fight 

for pleasure or profit), mutilation, beating, 

torturing any animal other than a dog or cat.” >>

Animal Abuse: 
A Precursor 
to Domestic 
Violence?

Studies say animal abusers 
are likely to commit domestic 

violence and other violent crimes. 
Police have found animal abuse 
is a better predictor of whether 
someone will commit sexual 
assault than previous convictions 
for murder or arson.* 
 70 percent of animal abusers 

were found in one 20-year 
study to have then committed 
other crimes, and 44 percent 
went on to harm people. 

 99 percent of animal abusers 
had convictions for other 
crimes. 

 100 percent of people who 
committed sexual homicide 
had abused animals.

 61.5 percent of animal abusers 
had assaulted a human as 
well.

 63.3 percent of inmates in one 
prison study who were in for 
violent crimes admitted to 
abusing animals. This doesn’t 
include the ones who didn’t 
admit it.

 71 percent of women in a 
battered women’s shelter 
reported their abuser either 
abused a household pet or 
threatened to abuse a pet.

 88 percent of child abusers 
also abused the animals in the 
home.  � 

 
 *Statistics taken from the  

Animal Law Coalition website at 
www.animallawcoalition.com.
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The Kentucky Law Enforcement staff welcomes submissions of law enforcement-related photos and articles for possible submission in the magazine 
and to the monthly KLE Dispatches electronic newsletter. We can use black and white or color prints, or digital images. KLE news staff can also publish 
upcoming events and meetings. Please include the event title, name of sponsoring agency, date and location of the event and contact information.
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